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Although electoral reform had been accepted in principle, it
was not accomplished for more than a year. All were agreed
that the number of deputies should be increased; but the liberals
proposed to distribute the additional seats among the least repre-
sented classes; the ministry was unwilling to sacrifice the privi-
leges of the propertied classes, whose support it would need in
making up the two-thirds necessary to a change of constitution.

The electoral law of 1873 passed the Chamber of Deputies by
a vote of 120 against 2. For election of the deputies by the
local Diets it substituted election by the voters. But it applied
to these Elections the system of classes used in the election of
members of the local Diets.*

The number of deputies was increased to 353: 85 to land-
owners, 137 to citTes and chambers of commerce, 131 to rural
districts (these by indirect election). There was still an enormous
inequality of representation (in 1890, I deputy to 63 electors in
the property holders' curia> I to 27 in the chambers of commerce,
i to 2918 in the cities, I to 11,600 in the rural districts). The
Germans still held the majority. (Up to 1878 there were in the
Chamber of Deputies about 220 Germans, against 115 Slavs and
15 Italians.)

* The following table gives the distribution of seats among the classes
and provinces:
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Galicia,
	27
	13                3

Lower Austria,
	10
	17                2

Upper Austria,
	7
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Dalmatia,
	6
	2

Istria,
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	2
	I
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	5
	3

Salzburg,
	2
	9
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	4

Great
.    Landowners.
23

9

2O

8

3

4

I

3

Great
Landowners.

z

X

I

2
I

5
o

3

Trieste: 4 (elected by 3 electoral bodies and i chamber of commerce).